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In This Issue: Fifth Anniversary of September 11 ZOOM in on America




Ways of Remembering 9 11

The Tribute in Light, a temporary memorial to
those lost in the terrorist attacks of Sept. 11,
Photo © AP/WWP

An artists rendering of the proposed World Trade
Center memorial.
Photo © AP/ WWP

Architect David Childs next to a model of the redes-
igned Freedom Tower, Wednesday, June 29, 2005.
Photo © AP/ WWP
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Tribute in Light

The Tribute in Light (see also front
cover) is an installation of 88 seven
thousand watt searchlights, which
creates two vertical columns of light.
Assembled next to the site of the
World Trade Center, it produces a
dramatic illusion of two brightly lit
towers that pierce the night sky over
Manhattan. First shown in March
2002, the art installation has been
displayed every year since 2003 on
September 11.

Reflecting Absence

On March 13, 2006 construction be-
gan on a memorial of the World
Trade Center. Controversies have
arisen not only concerning the high
cost (estimated at $1 billion, it is go-

= ing to be the most expensive monu-
§ mentin the U.S.), but also the de-

# sign, which has the names of the

§ victims printed on the walls below

the street level. Some families think

" the names should be above the

ground. The memorial consists of a
park and two square pools built in
the footprints of the destroyed tow-
ers, 9 meters below the street level.
Water supplying the pools will come
from waterfalls along the walls.

Freedom Tower

If all goes as planned, in 2012 a new
magnificent World Trade Center will
be opened. Its centerpiece will be
the Freedom Tower, designed by
David Childs. The tower - a mono-
lithic glass structure topped by an
antenna - will be the tallest building
in the U.S., soaring up to the height
of 1,776 feet (the Declaration of In-
dependence was signed in 1776).
Apart from the Freedom Tower there
will be three other high rise buildings
and a residential tower.

For more information on 9/11, please see the eJournal
“Rebuilding and Resilience: 5 years after 9/11":
http://usinfo.state.gov/journals/itps/0806/ijpe/
ijpe0806.htm

“Cookie Girl in the
Hot Zone”

A busy street in lower Manhattan.
People rush. Rescue workers
come and go. Camera closes up
on 12-year-old Jemma Brown. She
offers cookies from a tray to the
passing men. “Chocolate chip
cookie? Home made?” she en-
courages them. “How can | resist
you?” asks one rescue worker as
he takes a cookie and puts it in his
mouth. Traditional American cook-
ies, brown with chocolate chips.
Jemma’s mum helped her bake
them. Dad helped with the posters.
Tribeca will live. It will be a normal
community again though nearly
3,000 people perished just three
days before and just a couple of
blocks away. There is still smoke
coming from the piled up ruins of
the World Trade Center in the
background...

Jemma Brown in “Cookie Girl in the
Hot Zone”

Skip Blumberg, an award-winning
camcorder-for-broadcast producer
made a 4-minute and 31-second
film about a girl who wanted to do
something for her community at
the time of crisis. She couldn’t do
much. Yet, she did a lot. She
showed to her parents, to the
Tribeca neighborhood, to herself
and - through Skip Blumberg'’s film
account - to the whole world that
everyone can act, should act,
within their own means, for the
good of their surroundings. The
film was shown at the “My Hero
Short Film Festival’. Factual. Free
from pomposity. Natural. Simple.
Because life must carry on.

You can watch the film online by
clicking its title at: http://
www.myhero.com/myhero/go/
filmfestival/screeningroom.asp



That anything can claim or deserve recognition is particularly visible in the United States. Special cal-
endars and day-by-day directories are published every year to show days, weeks and months when any-
thing, from ‘Clean-Off-Your-Desk’ or ‘Bottled Water’ to ‘New Year’'s Eve’ or ‘Martin Luther King Day’, calls
for nationwide attention, appreciation and celebration © .

September is no exception. It features ‘Labor Day’ on the 4th and the ‘Beginning of Autumn’ on the 23rd,
but it doesn’t stop short of a ‘Video Games Day’ (12th), ‘Eat an Apple’ and ‘Wife Appreciation’ days (both
on the 16th), as well as others, some of which we show you below.

September is .. ‘biscuits’ are often put in the same
National Biscuit league with ‘scones’. Both are

made from flour and fat - usually

The humble ‘biscuit’ is responsi- butter - and both can be sweet or

ble for considerable misunder- savory. Served with butter, honey
standing as it doesn’t mean the or jam they taste just as _gqod with
same thing in all English speaking gravy or soup. Many variations of
countries. In Britain it denotes a biscuits include cheese, ham and
hard baked, flat and usually sweet meat types. Fast food restaurants,
cake, which in America has gone especially in the southern states,
about under the name of ‘cookie’ ' have them on their menus in the
or ‘cracker’. In American English form of sandwiches.

MM TOTMW

September is ..
National Piano Month

September 7-10, 2006 features:
37th POWWOW Festival in Bismarck, North Dakota
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Photo by kind permission of United Tribes
Technical College

Last but not least we would like to remind all parents that September is National School Success
Month. And, interestingly, it doesn’t focus on students’ school achievement. Too early for that. School
has just begun! This observance is to recognize parents who want to support and encourage their chil-
dren to succeed in school.

Texts by AIRC Krakow
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