


          Exercise 1   
 

Please put the missing name of the 
right bird (from the list below) in the fol-
lowing proverbs:  
 

a) To put the cat among the … . 
b) To be up with the …. 
c) One … doesn’t make the sum-

mer. 
d) A …-pecked husband. 
e) A … in the nest.  
f) As the … flies. 
 
lark, swallow, crow, pigeons, cuckoo, 
hen. 

lull - calm or send to sleep 
yield - produce 
mockingbird  - a long-tailed grayish song-
bird noted for its mimicry of the calls and 
songs of other birds 
robin - a large thrush typically with a red-
dish breast 
bluebird - an American songbird of the 
thrush family, the male of which has a 
blue head, back, and wings 
chickadee - a small bird with distinctive 
black cap and throat 
wing span - the full extent of wings from 
end to end 
tawny - of an orange-brown or yellowish-
brown color 
buff - a yellowish-beige color 
plumage - a bird’s feathers collectively 
ptarmigan - a northern grouse of moun-
tainous and Arctic regions  
bellicose - demonstrating willingness to 
fight 
wren - a small short-winged songbird  
conscript - enlist compulsorily into to an 
army 
Double Elephant - a size of paper 50 
inches tall  
   
(from The New Oxford American Diction-
ary) 

Win a Prize!  Win a Prize!    
  

The answer in the 
September contest was:  

Home - our place on earth 
(“Home is where the heart 

is”) 
House - the building in 

which we live 
 

 Thank you for participating 
 

The winners are: 
Dorota from Legionowo, 

Kamila from Poczesna, and 
Sebastian from Poczesna 

 

CONGRATULATIONS 
The prizes will be sent to 

you by mail 

Win a Prize!  Win a Prize!    
October 2009 CONTESTOctober 2009 CONTEST  

  
What bird is known for 
its ability to imitate our 

speech? 
 

Send the answer (with 
your home address) to: 

zoom@usinfo.pl 
 

Deadline: November 5 

Zoom page 4Zoom page 4  

ACTIVITY PAGEACTIVITY PAGE  
 

   Exercise 2  Now match the 
meanings with the proverbs from Exer-
cise 1: 

1. A husband who is dominated by 
his wife. 

2. 2. To get up very early. 

3. To say or do something which 
causes trouble. 

4. The distance from one place to 
the other measured as a direct 
line. 

5. One fact does not prove some-
thing. 

6. A child whose parentage is doubt-
ful. 

 GlossaryGlossary    
(in the order of appearance) 

 

 

 

About ZOOMAbout ZOOM  
 

Zoom is online at 
www.usinfo.pl/zoom/ 

 
Subscription issues: 

http://www.usinfo.pl/zoom/
subscribe.htm 

 
Contact us at 

zoom@usinfo.pl  
 

American Information 
Resource Center 

Krakow 
Konsulat Generalny USA 

ul. Stolarska 9,  
31-043 Krakow 

KrakowAIRC@state.gov 

 
Become a fan of  

Zoom in on America 
on Facebook 

        Exercise 3 A n s w e r  t h e s e 
questions: 

 
1. What “houses” do birds build to 

live in? 
2. What do we call a group of birds 

flying together? 
3. What verbs can you use to de-

scribe how birds sing? Here are 
some hints:. 

A. - - i - p 
B. t - - - l 
C. - a r - - -  
D. - h - - - l -  
E. c - - -  
F. - o - t  

 

A bald eagle  
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http://www.facebook.com/pages/Krakow-Poland/Zoom-in-on-America/55275357401?ref=ts
http://www.usinfo.pl/zoom/

